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2017 State Policy Issues
SB493: C-PACE
NCIPL supports 
· Sponsors: Tommy Tucker (Union-R), Rick Gunn (Alamance/Randolph -R) 
· Summary: This bill “Commercial Property Assessed Capital Expenditures” helps property owners improve their buildings through performance, energy, or water savings at favorable interest rates with terms up to 20 years.  This voluntary program allows property owners to implement building improvements and pay for them through an assessment on their property tax bills.
· Status: Ref To Com On Rules and Operations of the Senate on 03/30/2017 

HR401: House Resolution Supporting a Goal of One Hundred Percent Clean Energy by 2050 and the Creation of Green Jobs  

 NCIPL supports 
· Sponsors: Harrison (Guilford-D), John Autry (Mecklenburg-D), Farmer-Butterfield (Pitt/Wilson-D)

· Summary: Supporting a Goal of One Hundred Percent Clean Energy by 2050 and the Creation of Green Jobs  

· Status: Ref To Com On Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House on 03/20/2017
HB 574 Wind Energy/Consistency With Military
NCIPL supports
· Sponsors: Holly Grange (New Hanover-R), John Szoka (Cumberland-R), Sam Watford (Davidson-R)
· Summary: [This is a consensus bill] ensures compatibility of wind energy facilities with military operations and readiness. 
· Status: Filed on 04/05/2017
SB 236 & HB427: Efficient and Affordable Energy Rates
NCIPL supports
· Sponsors: HOUSE: Verla Insko (Orange-D), Susan Fisher (Buncombe-D), Pricey Harrison (Guilford-D), John Autry (Mecklenburg-D) SENATE: Mike Woodard (Durham-D), Valerie Foushee (Orange-D), Erica Smith-Ingram (Bertie-D)
· Summary: The bill would require the Utilities Commission to establish tiered electricity rates, create an energy efficiency bank, and create incentives for consumers to purchase energy star products. 

· Status: SB 236 - Ref To Com On Rules and Operations of the Senate on 03/14/2017. HB427 - Ref to the Com on Energy and Public Utilities, if favorable, Judiciary I, if favorable, Finance on 03/22/2017
SB331 & HB465, the “Military Operations Protection Act of 2017”
NCIPL opposes  
· Sponsors: HOUSE: John Bell (Wayne-R), Jimmy Dixon (Duplin-R), George Cleveland (Onslow-R). SENATE:  Harry Brown (Onslow-R), Norm Sanderson (Craven-R), Louis Pate (Wayne-R)
· Summary: Puts a moratorium on permits for onshore and offshore wind until 2020, and calls for study of military use of space in the state in the meantime.  

· Status: SB331- Ref To Com On Rules and Operations of the Senate on 03/22/2017 & HB 465 - Ref to the Com on Homeland Security, Military, and Veterans Affairs, if favorable, Energy and Public Utilities, if favorable, Appropriations on 03/27/2017
SB487: Increase Energy Efficiency/REPS 

NCIPL opposes  
· Sponsors: Andrew Brock (Davie-R), Trudy Wade (Guilford-R)
· Summary: removes the cap on energy efficiency in the NC Renewable Efficiency Portfolio Standard to let energy efficiency eat the entire portion of demand currently set aside for renewables.
· Status: Ref To Com On Rules and Operations of the Senate on 03/30/2017

SB366 & HB470: Responsible Wind Energy Legislation 
NCIPL opposes  
· Sponsors: HOUSE: Chris Millis (Pender-R). SENATE: Bill Cook (Dare-R), Norm Sanderson (Craven-R), Andrew Brock (Davie-R)
· Summary: The bill imposes unnecessary and costly regulatory reporting and other restrictions on wind energy development under the guise of improving health, safety and supporting military operations.  Sets up an elaborate vetting and permitting process for wind projects, including detailed health studies of potential impacts to residents within two miles. Also requires massive setbacks and decommissioning assurances calculated without considering likely value of project scrap, and imposes significant insurance requirements to cover any damages caused by wind projects.
· Status: SB366 - Ref To Com On Rules and Operations of the Senate on 03/27/2017. HB 470 - Ref to the Com on Homeland Security, Military, and Veterans Affairs, if favorable, Energy and Public Utilities, if favorable, Environment on 03/27/2017

HB171: Change Exclusion for Solar Energy Systems 

NCIPL opposes  
· Sponsors: Jimmy Dixon (Duplin-R), John Bell (Wayne-R), Brenden Jones (Bladen-R), Pat McElraft (Carteret-R) 

· Summary: Cuts the current 80% property tax abatement for solar farms to 60%, effective July 2017.
· Status: Ref to the Com on Energy and Public Utilities, if favorable, Finance on 02/23/2017

HB172: Include Solar Property as Non-system Property
NCIPL opposes  
· Sponsors: Jimmy Dixon (Duplin-R), John Bell (Wayne-R), Mark Brody (Anson-R) 

· Summary: Classes property use ‘directly and exclusively for the conversion of solar energy to electricity’ as nonsystem property, meaning that it would no longer be eligible for tax breaks or abatement. 

· Status: Ref to the Com on Energy and Public Utilities, if favorable, Finance on 02/23/2017


HB264: Disqualify Certain Property from PUV
NCIPL opposes  
· Sponsors: Jimmy Dixon (Duplin-R), John Bell (Wayne-R), Jeff Collins (Franklin-R), and Jay Adams (Catawba-R) 

· Summary: Strips PUV status – and triggers requirements for payment of deferred taxes – when a solar energy system built on the property receives a property tax abatement and the energy generates by the system is not used solely ‘for the benefit of the land’. 

· Status: Ref to the Com on Energy and Public Utilities, if favorable, Finance on 03/08/2017


HB267: Utilities/Amend REPS Requirements
NCIPL opposes  
· Sponsors: Jimmy Dixon (Duplin-R), John Bell (Wayne-R) 

· Summary: Freezes North Carolina’s Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard (REPS) at 8% in 2017, allows energy efficiency to satisfy 40% of the requirement from 2018 on, and allows Duke Energy to recovery any costs accumulated under current REPS targets anyway. 

· Status: Ref to the Com on Energy and Public Utilities, if favorable, Finance on 03/08/2017

HB319: Study Solar Facility Decommissioning Requirements 
NCIPL opposes  
· Sponsors: Jimmy Dixon (Duplin-R)
· Summary: Directs the legislative Environmental Review Commission (ERC) to study issues with the decommissioning of utility-scale solar projects, including whether there is a need for performance bonds, and report back to the NCGA before the 2018 short session. 

· Status: Ref to the Com on Environment, if favorable, Energy and Public Utilities on 03/13/2017

[image: image2.png]



North Carolina Interfaith Power & Light


www.ncipl.org ▪ info@ncipl.org 











27 Horne Street�Raleigh, NC 27607


            (919) 828-6501








4
1
NC Interfaith Power& Light: 2017 Legislative Agenda 

