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U"L‘t‘”fl‘b‘"ﬂ The Honorable Senator Richard Burr

President Elect 217 Russell Senate Office Building

Raleigh Washington, DC 20510

CWU Representative
Brenda Wills

Winston-Salem Dear Senator Burr:
]Slﬁf\rgi? Hi-Klohr We are writing to you as fellow people of faith to support the release of the Senate
Raleigh Select Committee on Intelligence (SSCI) report on U.S. treatment of detainees in the
g?i::tli-:rg;]tml pOSt'9/11 periOd'
Winston-Salem
:;““‘Fd‘““:e Fast Every day, we learn of fresh turmoil in Syria, North Africa, Afghanistan, and other

residen . . .
Stan C. Kimer lands. Such dangers to global stability make it more important than ever to seek
;‘”"’;’5” N allies and increase U.S. influence in these regions. However, our relations with the

usIness . . . . I T)
Finance Chair Muslim world have deteriorated, and a major reason is that our credibility on human
Diavie Vetier rights is under question. The U.S. does not condone torture, but torture has been

; one by our citizens and in our country’s name. Our national security would be

]:ersonl!el_CIlair d by t d t y 0 t 1 Idb
;_‘,]‘_‘If’jf‘ ;‘;‘?“‘”‘ improved by restoring the world’s respect for U.S. integrity on human rights and

Vas n.'fgl 1

adherence to the rule of law.

STAFF
Shannon Axtell Martin
%tc_\_'cgori, Sen. John McCain has spoken out repeatedly about the need for the U.S. to come to
Sy Teving terms with the truth about detainee abuse. (Sen. McCain’s remarks can be found in
L/\]lft: }E;{T"Ej“""* full at http://1.usa.gov/SXsUyc.) In so doing, the U.S. will display moral integrity to
%ﬁ\jrgc &ccd i the world and show the respect due to all human life. A new report by The
Willona ;‘;‘]hni; ad Constitution Project's bipartisan Task Force on Detainee Treatment, which was made
?“-“ﬂ\\‘(‘,‘,ha_h Tuttle public on April 16, highlighted certain acts of torture committed by the U.S. (the full
oy Wilhams i . i A ]
o o report is at www.detaineetaskforce.org). As important as that report is, though, it
Lﬂé;,’ﬂxf DERECTOR. cannot replace the U.S. government's obligation to be transparent about its past. Our
Collins Kilburn nation needs to learn from the 6,000-page SSCI report. Understanding our past will
MEMBER COMMUNIONS help us recommit ourselves to respecting human life in the future.
African Methodist
Episcup.ﬂ Church . L.
African Methodist We know you face an important decision. As a strong supporter of the U.S. Armed
_L'\‘f]'f“‘_‘_""‘?'}‘:”f{i‘ft“_""" Forces and its veterans, you can do nothing more valuable in restoring the world’s
Christian C;m},ﬂ'l ' respect for our service members, and in making the world a safer place for them,
,’ﬂ"f“{?‘“‘-‘ l\z "-t'i‘“';-“'_“t than to help make public the SSCI report on detainee treatment.
Lhrsbhan Methoadis
[".Pi:;cn].\1| Church
Episcopal Church As Christians, ... [w]e care deeply about human-rights violations around
Exuigeloil ifnerei the world. Now it is time to raise our voice and say an unequivocal no to
General Bapbist Shate torture, a practice that has no place in our society and violates our most
Corvention ) cherished moral convictions.
i{“;‘”*"“]"ﬁ{“ C “C“"““ U-“-‘f} - David Gushee, “5 Reasons Torture is Always Wrong,” Christianity Today
letropohtan Lommumty
Chm'chcs '

Moravien Churl'.:h aT America Senator Burr, we thank you for your service to our state and our country.
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Rc}'ornk-\"t Church in America

Religious Society of Friends Sincerely,
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United Church of Christ
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Bishops and Other Denominational
Executives for North Carolina

Rev. Duane Beck, Bishop
Eastern Carolina District
Mennonite Church, USA
Raleigh, NC

Most Rev. Michael Burbidge, Bishop
Catholic Diocese of Raleigh
Raleigh, NC

Rev. Theodore Churn, Executive Presbyter
New Hope Presbytery
Raleigh, NC

Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, Bishop
Episcopal Diocese of NC
Raleigh, NC

Bishop William DeVeaux
African Methodist Episcopal Church
Washington, D.C.

Rev. Haywood T. Gray, Executive Secretary-
Treasurer

General Baptist State Convention of NC, Inc.
Raleigh, NC

Rev. Dr. Larry Hovis, Executive Coordinator
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of NC
Winston-Salem, NC

Rt. Rev. Louis Hunter, Sr., Bishop

Cape Fear Conference of the Eastern NC
Episcopal District

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

Rev. Betty Meadows, Transitional General
Presbyter

Presbytery of Charlotte

Charlotte, NC
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Rt. Rev. Kenneth Monroe, Bishop
Central NC Conference of the Eastern NC
Episcopal District
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

Rt. Rev. W. Darin Moore, Bishop

NC Conference of the Eastern NC Episcopal
District

President of the Board of Bishops

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

Mr. Randal A. Quate, Superintendent
NC Yearly Meeting of Friends (Quakers)
Greensboro, NC

Bishop Tonyia Rawls, Prelate
Southern Jurisdiction

Unity Fellowship Church Movement
Charlotte, NC

Rev. Dr. William T. Reinhold
General Presbyter and Stated Clerk
Presbytery of Coastal Carolina
Elizabethtown, NC

Rt. Rev. Darryl B. Starnes, Sr., Bishop
Albemarle Conference of the Eastern NC
Episcopal District

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
Charlotte, NC

Rt. Rev. G. Porter Taylor. Bishop
Episcopal Diocese of Western NC
Asheville, NC

Rev. Hope Morgan Ward, Resident Bishop
North Carolina Conference

United Methodist Church

Raleigh, NC

Rev. Elder Dr. Nancy Wilson
Worldwide Moderator
Metropolitan Community Churches
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Clergy and Other People of Faith

Rev. S.F. James Abbott, Priest
Episcopal Diocese of Western NC
Asheville, NC

Rev. Melissa Acres
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Goldsboro, NC

Rev. Ann Marie Alderman
Unitarian Universalist Church
Charlotte, NC

Dr. Keith Allen
Mebane, NC

Rev. Phillip Allen
Providence Baptist Church
Hendersonville, NC

Imam Abdullah Antepli, Muslim Chaplain
Duke University
Durham, NC

Fred Bahnson, Director

Food, Faith, and Religious Leadership
Wake Forest University School of Divinity
Winston-Salem, NC

Rev. Willard Bass, Minister
Conference of Winston-Salem & Vicinity
Winston-Salem, NC

Rachel Bearman
Beth El Synagogue
Chapel Hill, NC

Father Harlan Bemis
Episcopal Church
Candler, NC

Randall Best, Minister
Ethical Humanist Society of the Triangle
Durham, NC
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Mr. David Biesack
NC State Catholic Center
Fuquay-Varina, NC

Mr. Nathan Bigger, Deacon
Presbyterian Church
Cary, NC

Dr. William Bingham, Former President
Triangle Interfaith Alliance
Raleigh, NC

Rev. Brent Bissette

Congregational Church of Pinehurst
United Church of Christ

Pinehurst, NC

Rev. Willem Bodisco Massink
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Fuquay-Varina, NC

Rev. Lisa Bovee-Kemper
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Asheville

Mrs. Sory Bowers
Church Women United
Raleigh, NC

Pastor Spencer Bradford
Durham Mennonite Church
Durham, NC

Patricia Branch
Clayton, NC

Rev. Dr. Bob Brizendine
Hillsborough Presbyterian Church
Raleigh, NC

Rev. Amy E. Brooks

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Lake
Norman

Mooresville, NC
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Linwood Brooks
Charlotte, NC

Rev. Kevin Brown
Holy Comforter Episcopal Church
Charlotte, NC

Mrs. Pat Bullard
China Grove, NC

Mrs. Rebecca Burmester
Raleigh, NC

Rev. Peter Carman, Pastor
Olin T. Binkley Memorial Baptist Church
Chapel Hill

Millie Cason
Pittsboro Presbyterian Church
Pittsboro, NC

Rev. Deborah Cayer
Eno River Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
Durham, NC

Rev. Dr. George Clifford
Raleigh, NC

Dr. Willard Cottrell
Burnsville, NC

Sarah Cowles
Raleigh, NC

Rev. Dr. Jill Crainshaw, Professor
Wake Forest University School of Divinity
Winston-Salem, NC

Susan Cummings
Cary, NC

Ms. Carolyn Dalby
Durham, NC
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Rev. Christie M. Dalton
Episcopal Diocese of NC
Winston-Salem, NC

Mrs. Mimi Davis
Piedmont Unitarian Universalist Church
Charlotte, NC

Pamela Davis
Charlotte, NC

Dr. Ann Deagon
Greensboro, NC

Mrs. Juanita Dixon
Canton, NC

Thomas Droppers, member
Episcopal Church

Dr. James M. Dunn, Resident Professor
Wake Forest University School of Divinity
Winston-Salem, NC

Linda Edwards
Highland United Methodist Church
Raleigh, NC

Ms. Nancy Elkins
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Chapel Hill, NC

Dr. Hank Elkins, Member
Chapel Hill Friends Meeting
Chapel Hill, NC

Ms. Julia Elsee
Smithfield, NC

Ms. Laura Eshelman
Durham, NC

Ms. Elizabeth Evans
Carrboro, NC
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Rev. Kristy Farber
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Asheville, NC

Mr. Tom Fewel

Peace+]Justice Action

Olin T. Binkley Memorial Baptist Church
Chapel Hill, NC

Rev. Deborah Fox
Episcopal Campus Ministry
Raleigh, NC

Mrs. Janie Freeman
Church of Reconciliation
Chapel Hill, NC

Dr. Ladnor Geissinger
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, NC

Rev. Franklin Golden
Durham Presbyterian Church
Durham, NC

Dr. Jean Gordon
Greensboro, NC

Dana Gruin
Western Boulevard Presbyterian Church
Raleigh, NC

Ms. Alberta C. Hairston, President
NC Council of Churches
Greensboro, NC

Rev. Elizabeth B. Hale
Hospice chaplain (retired)
Roxboro, NC

Rev. Christopher Harbin
First Baptist Church
Huntersville, NC
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Mrs. Betty Jo Hardy
Western NC Conference
United Methodist Church
Salisbury, NC

Dr. John Hartwell
Church of Reconciliation (Presbyterian)
Hillsborough, NC

Judy Haughee-Bartlett
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Summerfield, NC

Rev. Jimmie Hawkins
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Durham, NC

Mr. James Hemby

Linda Hiatt, Board member
NC Council of Churches
Greensboro, NC

Rev. Steve Hickle

NC Conference, United Methodist Church
President-Elect, NC Council of Churches
Raleigh, NC

Ms. Donna Hicks
Episcopal Peace Fellowship
Durham, NC

Mr. W. L. Highfill
NC Council of Churches
Raleigh, NC

Mrs. Hilda Highfill
NC Council of Churches
Raleigh, NC

Rev. Joe Hoffman
First Congregational United Church of Christ
Asheville, NC

(Organizations listed for identification purposes only)



Ms. Penny Hooper
NC Interfaith Power & Light
Morehead City, NC

Mr. Steven Humes
Durham, NC

Dr. Art Hunkins
Shiloh Presbyterian Church
Burlington, NC

Ms. Sandy Irving
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Raleigh, NC

Mr. Deane Irving
Western Boulevard Presbyterian Church
Raleigh, NC

Ms. Shirley Cason Jenkins
Durham, NC

Mrs. Ann Jennings, Elder
Springwood Presbyterian
Burlington, NC

Rev. Dr. Mark E. Jensen, Associate Professor
Wake Forest University School of Divinity
Winston-Salem, NC

The Very Rev. Ross S. Jones
The Episcopal Church
Asheville, NC

Rev. Michael Joseph
Global Ministries Missionary to Colombia
Burgaw, NC

Rev. Dr. David Kaylor
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Black Mountain, NC

Mr. Stan Kimer, Immediate Past President
NC Council of Churches
Raleigh, NC
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Robin Kirk
Durham, NC

Mr. Leo Klohr
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Raleigh, NC

Mrs. Lynn Kohn
Durham, NC

Rev. Margaret Leinbach, Pastor (retired)
Moravian Church
Winston-Salem, NC

Rev. Dr. Bill ]. Leonard

Professor of Church History and Religion
Wake Forest University School of Divinity
Winston-Salem, NC

Ms. Tamara Lesesne
Myers Park Baptist Church
Charlotte, NC

Mrs. Sara Loeppert
Winston-Salem, NC

Rev. Douglas S. Long
Umstead Park United Church of Christ
Raleigh, NC

Susan MacKenzie

Rev. Ralph Macy
Episcopal Church
Burlington, NC

Ms. Norma Marti
Western Boulevard Presbyterian Church
Raleigh, NC

Mr. Robert Mason
Duke Divinity School
Durham, NC
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Rev. Cleve May
The CityWell United Methodist Church
Durham, NC

Rev. Dr. William McElveen
Moravian Church
Winston-Salem, NC

Patrick Mcllmoyle
Durham, NC

Rev. James Melnyk
The Episcopal Church
Raleigh, NC

Mrs. Cama Merritt
St. Anne's Episcopal Church
Winston-Salem, NC

Barbara Milford
Charlotte, NC

Ms. Vicki Miller

Ms. Margaret Misch

Community Church of Chapel Hill (Unitarian
Universalist)

Carrboro, NC

Geoffrey Mock
Trinity Avenue Presbyterian
Durham, NC

Ms. Emmy Moore
Raleigh, NC

Rev. Rachel Moser
United Methodist Church
Hubert, NC

Michael Munster
Garner, NC

Dr. Slater Newman
Raleigh, NC
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Mrs. Lynn Newsom
Quaker House
Fayetteville, NC

Dr. Deborah Norton
Raleigh, NC

Ms. Judy Occhetti-Klohr

NC Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Raleigh, NC

Rev. Dr. Gail 0'Day, Dean
Wake Forest University School of Divinity
Winston-Salem, NC

Dr. Darlene O'Dell
Mountain Mission of St. Clare
Brevard, NC

Susan Oehler
Asheville, NC

Tema Okun
Chavurah
Durham, NC

Dr. John Paar
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
Raleigh, NC

Rev. Rosanna Panizo
NC Conference, United Methodist Church
Durham, NC

Rev. Julie Peeples

Southern Conference, United Church of
Christ

Greensboro, NC

Rev. Jeremiah Pegram

Western NC Conference, United Methodist
Church

Winston-Salem, NC
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Rev. Dr. Nancy Petty, Pastor
Pullen Memorial Baptist Church
Raleigh, NC

Mrs. Stephanie Phillippi
Carrboro, NC

Ms. Melissa Phillips
Greensboro, NC

Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, Dean of the Chapel

Duke University
Durham, NC

Rev. Conrad Pridgen
African Methodist Episcopal Church
Whitsett, NC

Rev. Canon James Pritchett
Episcopal Diocese of Western NC
Asheville, NC

Rev. ]. George Reed, Executive Director
NC Council of Churches
Raleigh, NC

Rev. Frank Reese
St. Therese Church
Mooresville, NC

Rev. Michael Relyea
Atlantic Beach, NC

Susan Rice
Port City Community Church
Leland, NC

Rev. John Richardson
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Wilson, NC

Rev. Sandra Richardson
Park Road Baptist Church
Charlotte, NC
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Rev. John D. Rights, Pastor
Moravian Church
Winston-Salem, NC

Dr. Killian Robinson
Winston-Salem, NC

Rev. Dr. Jean Rodenbough, Pastor (retired)
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Greensboro, NC

Mr. Thomas Rokoske
Boone, NC

Mrs. Patricia Rokoske
Boone, NC

Rev. Ismael Ruiz-Millan
NC Conference, United Methodist Church
Durham, NC

Ms. Diane Sanders
Asheville, NC

Rev. John Saxon
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Raleigh

Dr. Guy Sayles
First Baptist Church
Asheville, NC

Rev. Craig Schaub
Parkway United Church of Christ
Winston-Salem, NC

Mr. Andrew Silver
Durham, NC

Rev. George Simmons, Pastor
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Andrews, NC

Rev. Charles Smith
NC Conference, United Methodist Church
Washington, NC
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Mrs. Marcia Soward
Cary, NC

Rev. Dr. Rufus Stark, Minister (retired)
United Methodist Church
Hayesville, NC

Dr. Joette Steger
Cary, NC

Rev. Susan Steinberg
United Church of Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, NC

Rev. Jeanette Stokes
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Durham, NC

Rev. Robin Tanner, Minister
Piedmont Unitarian Universalist Church
Charlotte, NC

Rabbi Barbara Thiede
Temple Or Olam
Concord, NC

Marcia Timmel
Garner, NC

Rev. Brad Troxell, Associate Pastor
The Congregation at Duke Chapel
Durham, NC

Rev. Chris Tuttle, Board member
NC Council of Churches
Durham, NC

Ms. Elsbeth van Tongeren
Chapel Hill, NC

Rev. Hannah Vaughan, Board member
NC Council of Churches
Wilmington, NC
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Rev. Dr. David Vellenga, Pastor
Nutbush Presbyterian Church
Henderson, NC

Rev. Isaac S. Villegas, Pastor

Chapel Hill Mennonite Fellowship;
Board Member, NC Council of Churches
Chapel Hill, NC

Rev. Mark Ward
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Asheville

Ms. Elizabeth Ware
Western Boulevard Presbyterian Church
Cary, NC

Mrs. Leslie Ware
NC Council of Churches
Raleigh, NC

Dr. Jerome ]J. Washington
General Baptist State Convention
Durham, NC

Mr. Don Weil
Durham, NC

Ms. Deborah Weissman

Reef C. Ivey II Distinguished Professor of
Law

University of North Carolina School of Law
Chapel Hill, NC

Mrs. Sheryl Wells
Peace Haven Baptist Church
Winston-Salem, NC

Ms. Mary White
Presbyterian Church
Durham, NC

Ms. Brooks Wicker
NC Alliance of Baptists
Raleigh, NC
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Mrs. Christine Wieland
Selma, NC

Rev. Lavisha Williams, Pastor
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church
Chapel Hill, NC

Sara Williams

United Methodist Women

Western NC Conference, United Methodist
Church

East Bend, NC
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Ms. Brenda P. Wills, President
Church Women United in NC
Winston-Salem, NC

Rev. R. Donald Winters, Minister
Moravian Church
Pfafftown, NC

Ms. Barbara Zelter
Raleigh, NC
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ADDENDA

From the Offices of Rabbis Friedman, Malino, and Solomon

We wish to add the following statement to the letter above to describe our sentiments regarding
the Senate Intelligence Committee’s report and its release to the public.

Torture is always wrong and always immoral. It violates the biblical mandate that we
treat every single person as a creation in the image of God. And torture does nothing to
protect us or to prevent future terrorist attacks. The release of the Task Force report
helps us begin to close this dark chapter in U.S. history. The next step will be the
release of the Senate Intelligence Committee’s report. Finally, we will need to commit
to ensuring that our country never again resorts to harming and degrading human
beings through torture.

- Rabbi Jill Jacobs, “The Public Deserves Clarity On Torture,”

The Jewish Week, June 6, 2013

Sincerely,

Rabbi John Friedman Rabbi Eric Solomon
Judea Reform Congregation Beth Meyer Synagogue
Durham, NC Raleigh, NC

Rabbi Jonathan Malino
Professor of Philosophy, Guilford College
Greensboro, NC

From the Office of Bishop Michael Burbidge, Catholic Diocese of Raleigh

In a letter written on April 26, 2013, to Senators Feinstein and Chambliss urging the release of
the SSCI report, Bishop Richard Pates, Chairman of the Committee on International Peace and
Justice, US Conference of Catholic Bishops, noted:

The U.S. bishops have long registered their absolute opposition to torture. In Catholic
teaching, torture is an intrinsic evil that cannot be justified under any circumstances.
Torture violates the human dignity of each person. It is degrading to all involved, not
only the victim. It also compromises the perpetrator and the society that tolerates its
practice. It has a corrosive effect and diminishes our moral credibility in the world.
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